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The Restlessness of the Gardener

Plants from the
Lewis & Clark Expedition

Martin Wiillitts Jr.
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Canyon Gooseberry (Ribes menziescii)

we found these in the open forest, violet-white,
their leaves tend to be smaller, less resinous
or sticky

the stems have three spines per node;
often the fruits are covered with glandular hairs
and/or spines

unremarkable for their edibility,
jewel-like flowers in early spring
particularly lovely at close range

their maroon eyes study us
the redwood forest moves in closer
dwarfing us, making us as small as the berry
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Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis)

hummingbirds feast on this
perennial display of red flowers
in eight inch spikes

each flower has three lower petals
and two upper petals
like staircases of red spilled ink

Cardinals in Rome wear red shoes
and whisper in the Pope’s ear
with hummingbird tongues



